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WORSHIP NOTES 
 
Today’s service uses ancient texts and practices of the 
Church to focus our attention on the heart of the Gospel: 
God’s incomprehensible love for sinners, fulfilled in the 
death of Jesus Christ for our sake. 
 
This Gospel is itself the heart of our service.  We will hear 
the account of Jesus’ passion, according to St. John.  The 
word “passion” is derived from a Latin word that means 
“suffering.”  True love hurts.  Those seized by it will gladly 
suffer the loss of all things, up to and including life itself, 
for the sake of those they love.  As you listen tonight, keep 
in mind the famous words of St. John in his first letter: 
“God is love.” 
 
Prior to the Gospel reading we will hear and pray the 
Reproaches, a liturgical text for Good Friday that reminds us 
of our own responsibility for the death of Jesus.  Let this 
be your solemn and holy confession tonight. 
 
Our hearing of the Word is followed by the so-called 
Bidding Prayer.  This consists of a series of petitions, or 
bids, announced by the assisting minister and acted upon 
by the congregation.  “Let us pray, brothers and sisters….”  
When you hear this, please use the ensuing silence to obey 
the invitation.  The presiding minister will then lead us in 
gathering our many individual prayers into a single spoken 
one.  The bids will invite us to pray for the whole world in 
all its need.  It was for the sake of the whole needy world 
that Jesus died. 
 
A meditation on the cross will conclude the service.  As a 
large wooden cross is carried to the altar, please recall how 
Christ transformed this object of shame into an instrument 
of glory, wherein we see, as nowhere else, the awesome 
wonder of God’s true love. 
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Good Friday 
Meditation on the Passion 

April 19, 2019 
Noon and 7 pm 

 

PRELUDE ................ “O Sacred Head Now Wounded,” Johannes Brahms 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ...................................... Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
 

THE REPROACHES 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and 
wherein have I offended you? Answer me. For I have raised you up out 
of the prison house of sin and death, and you have delivered up your 
Redeemer to be scourged.  For I have redeemed you from the house of 
bondage, and you have nailed your Savior to the cross.   O my people. 

C Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 
Redeemer; God Eternal, leave us not to bitter death.  O Lord, 
have mercy. 

 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and 
wherein have I offended you?  Answer me.  For I have conquered all 
your foes, and you have given me over and delivered me to those who 
persecute me.  For I have fed you with my Word and refreshed you 
with living water, and you have given me gall and vinegar to drink.  O 
my people. 

C Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 
Redeemer; God Eternal, allow us not to lose hope in the face  

 of death and hell.  O Lord, have mercy.    
 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and 
wherein have I offended you?  Answer me.  What more could have 
been done for my vineyard than I have done for it?  When I looked for 
good grapes, why did it yield only bad?  My people, is this how you 
thank your God?  O my people.   

C Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 
Redeemer; God Eternal, keep us steadfast in the true faith.  O 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

HYMN ................................................... “Go to Dark Gethsemane,” #347 
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+ THE PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST, OUR SAVIOR + 
 

A silence for meditation follows each portion of the reading 
 

Arrest.  John 18:1-17 
 

Trial.  John 18:18-38 
 

Condemnation.  John 18:39—19:16 
 

Crucifixion.  John 19:16b-30 
 

Burial.  John 19:31-42 
 

HYMN ......................................... “O Sacred Head Now Wounded,” #351 

 

SERMON 
 

OFFERING ............................................................... “Ah, Holy Jesus,” #349 
stanzas 1. 4 and 5 

 

THE BIDDING PRAYER: (the congregation remains seated) 

 
A Let us pray… 

P (After a brief silence) Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your 
glory to all nations in Jesus Christ.  Guide the work of the Church.  
Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring salvation to 
people everywhere.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen. 
 

A Let us pray… 

P (After a brief silence) Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the 
Church and makes it holy.  Strengthen and uphold our pastors and our 
leaders; keep them in health and safety for the good of the Church, and 
help each of us to do faithfully the work to which you have called us.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen. 

 
A Let us pray… 
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P (After a brief silence) Almighty and eternal God, you continually bless the 
Church with new members.  Increase the faith and understanding of 
those preparing for Baptism.  Give them a new birth as your children, 
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen. 
 

A Let us pray…  

P (After a brief silence) Almighty and eternal God, you give your Church its 
unity. Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son.  Even as we 
are all consecrated to you by our Baptism, so make us one in the 
fullness of faith, and keep us one in the fellowship of love.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  

C  Amen. 
 

A Let us pray…  

P (After a brief silence) Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your 
promise to Abraham and his posterity.  Hear the prayers of your 
Church that the people you first made your own may arrive with us at 
the fullness of redemption.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen. 
 

A Let us pray…  

P (After a brief silence) Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of all 
people, and it is your will that all should be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. Have compassion on all who do not know you 
as you are revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ.  Let your Gospel be 
preached with grace and power to those who have not heard it; turn the 
hearts of those who resist it; and bring home to your fold those who 
have gone astray; that there may be one flock under one shepherd, 
Jesus Christ.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen. 
 

A Let us pray…  

P (After a brief silence) Almighty and eternal God, you have invested 
government with authority for the sake of peace and the common 
good.  Guide with your wisdom all those who rule and govern the 
nations of the earth, so that people everywhere may enjoy the blessings 
of liberty, peace, and justice.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen. 
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A Let us pray…  

P (After a brief silence) Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the 
weary and new courage to those who have lost heart.  Hear the prayers 
of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of 
receiving your help in their need.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen. 
 

A Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have 
us ask. 

a Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our 
daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 
Rise, and turn to face the cross at the doors of the church.  As the cross is borne in 
solemn procession to the altar, the following is said: 
 

P Behold the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the 
world. 

C O come, let us worship him. 
 

P Behold the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the 
world. 

C O come, let us worship him. 
 

P Behold the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the 
world. 

C O come, let us worship him. 
 
When the cross arrives at the altar— 

HYMN ................................. “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” #803 

(alternate tune:  Rockingham Old) 
 
Silent meditation, concluding with— 

P We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

C By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
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We leave in silence. 

 
 
 

In keeping with a long tradition at Messiah, the rough-hewn cross is borne into the 
sanctuary at noon by current members of the eighth grade class at Messiah School.  The 
cross has been inscribed with the names of all the eighth grade students at Messiah from 

1979 to the present. 
 
 

+ + + 
 
 

Serving  
 

Preacher – Pr. Bridger 
 

Presider – Pr. Burce 
 

Lectors – Nancy Richter (noon);  
Gabrielle Bayness, Dana Quayle (7:00 p.m.) 

 
Cross Bearers – Gustav Golden, Summer Jenkins;  

Eva Luenger; Eleanor Pierse; Tyler Vance 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Altar Guild – Tiffany Advani, Laura Schwartz-Gaydos 
 

Deacons – Cathie Janke (noon);  
Bob Trapp (7 p.m.) 

 
Ushers – Ken Novack (noon);  

Ken Pillivant (7 p.m.) 
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WE INVITE YOU TO OUR 

EASTER SERVICES 

 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21 
6:30 am – Sunrise Service in the Bain Park Community Cabin Garden.   

A light Easter breakfast will be served in Bain Cabin. 

 

THE SERVICES IN THE CHURCH 
9 & 11 am – Festival Eucharist 

 

 
Sunday School, Confirmation 
and Adult Education Classes  

will resume on April 28. 

 

+ + + 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road 

Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-2405 

www.messiahchurchfairview.org 

 


